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Categories and flexibility of idiomatic expressions

Cho seung hwa

Major of Korean Language Education
Graduate School Education GangneungWonju National

University
Summary

This paper aims to clarify the flexibility of idiomatic expressions. The
concept of flexibility can be categorized into form, syntactic flexibility and
semantic flexibility. Comparing general expressions and idiomatic
expressions, it is certain that idiomatic expressions have limitations in
usage compared with general expressions, but they can be used in any
condition without losing idiomatic meaning. What can be used in this way
is called syntactic flexibility. The semantic flexibility of idiomatic
expressions means that idiomatic meanings can be predicted because
there is a certain relation between direct and idiomatic meanings.
Although the direct meanings and idiomatic meanings are traditionally
thought to be irrelevant, there are things that can predict the meaning of
idiomatic, and the predictable degree can be classified as transparency. In
addition, the idioms with more than one idiomatic meaning also have the
same semantic extension process as the polysemous word, and have
transparency because they can predict idiomatic meaning. There is a
degree of flexibility in the idiom. There is a difference in syntactic
flexibility in the order of 'fusion compound word — proverb — semantic

salmon — idiom', and semantic flexibility is in the order of 'semantic
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salmon — proverb — idiomatic - fusion compound word'. The flexibility of
idiomatic expressions should be considered to exist between very flexible
and non-flexible.

The fixation and non-synthetic nature of the idiomatic expressions are
always contradictory to flexibility, so they should always be viewed with
flexibility. Fixity is related to syntactic flexibility and relative to each
other. The stronger the fixation, the less flexible, and the less rigid, the
more flexible. Non-syntactic is related to semantic flexibility. The stronger
the non - syntactic, the weaker the semantic. The less the non -
syntactic, the stronger the semantic. It reveals the flexibility of idiomatic
expressions, and it can be seen that the characteristics of idiomatic
expressions should be regarded as relative rather than absolute.

Key-word : idiomatic expression(3813), flexibility(SH4), syntactic
flexibility(EAPA  SHA), semantic flexibility(QJo]A SAA), degree of

S|
flexibility(S-H 0] A x)
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